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The development of non-noble metal-based catalytic systems has been increasing since the 
beginning of the century, notably in the field of reduction or hydroelementation reactions. 
Tremendous progress has been accomplished with catalysts based on iron and cobalt. In the 
case of manganese, which is the third most abundant transition metal after iron and titanium, 
its use as sustainable alternative to precious transition metals in hydrogenation and hydrogen 
borrowing reactions has achieved an impressive explosion in only few years.[1] Our recent 
contributions in the field (hydrogenation with H2 or iPrOH, methylation of amines and ketones 
with methanol) using well-defined manganese complexes will be discussed in details.[2] 

 

 

Figure 1: Reduction of unsaturated polar bonds and methylation of anilines and ketones with 
methanol 
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